AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U.S. APPLN. NO. 10/696,570 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (canceled). 

2. (currently amended): A-f>aj>ef--dise-faar-ge-u-^ discharge 
unit comprising: 

a chul e m s thereinto, 

i i - !:•- surface thereof: 

a plurality of guide members, inclined downwardly from the plurality of slots, provided 
to form a gap through which the papers fall toward a second surface of the chute box facing the 
first surface in which the- \i\u<i>\:> - K si . o funned ;..and 

a plurality of guide ribs, 

wiierein 

! ! ! e box is provided with side walls for regulating widthwise movement on the 

j i if i ilk -\ ' i > » 1 i •> 

each of the g uide members is provided with one of said guide ribs for regulating 
widthwise movement of a second paper, which is smaller than the first paper, in cooperation with 
one of the side walls, the guide ribs extending from the slots to the second surface of the chute 

box, 

wherein: 
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the guide ribs are provided so that the width between e ach of them and the one of the side 
walls becomes narrower toward the second surface of the chute box. 

3. (currently amended): A paper discharge unit as defined in claim 4 r 2 i _wherein: 
T-fee-the guide ribs are provided so that upper edges thereof approach the second surface 

of the chute box toward the end of the guide ribs away from the slots. 

4. (currently amended): A paper discharge unit as defined in claim 4r-2, further 
comprising: 

downwardly extending sheet members provided at the distal ends of the guide members, 
the sheet members being in contact with the second surface of the chute box. 

5. (currently amended): A paper discharge unit as defined in claim 4, wherein: 
the-for first and second papers which are curled in the cross section of their width 

dir - e€tk>ns - : : - and directions, tfee- each sheet member is provided with a first space for both edges in 
the width direction of the first paper to be inserted in, and a second space for both edges in the 
width direction of the second paper to be inserted in. 

6. (currently amended): A paper discharge unit as defined in claim 4-,-2_^further 
comprising: 

a paper housing portion portion, for stacking and housing the papers, provided below the 
chute box; and 

a position controlling me-mi^f-- niernber, for causing the papers which fall through the 
chute box to be stacked in the same direction, provided between the chute box and the paper 
housing portion. 
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7. (currently amended): A printing apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of printing engines capable of discharging papers of different sizes on which 
images are printed, the printing engines being housed in the printing apparatus in a stacked 
manner; 

a chute box having a plurality of slots for inserting therei nto papers of different sizes 
which are discharged by the printing eBg i aes - thefein t ev engines, provid - ed - eofres -i ^end i ng - te - ea - eh 
each of said slots being associated with a different one of the printing engines- engines, and being 
arranged at different heig hts in a first surface th ercof; of the chute box; 

a plurality of guide members, inclined downwardly from the plurality of slots, provided 
to form a gap through which the papers fall toward a second surface of the chute box facing the 
first surface in which the plurality of slots are formed; and 

a plurality of guide ribs, where in 

the chute box is provided with side walls for regulating widthwise movement on the 
guide member of a first paper, having the largest width among the papers; and 

each of the guide members is provided with a- one of said guide r-ib- ribs for regulating 
widthwise movement of a second paper, which is smaller than the first paper, in cooperation with 
one of the side walls, the guide ribs extending from the slot to the second surface of the chute 
boxr hox; and 

wherein the guide j jn ~ n ided so that the width between each of them and the one 
of the side walls becomes narrower toward the second surface of the chute box. 
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